
  



  

As I look back over 2021, I reflect on a year of uncertainties, and yet a 

year of promise and progress. A year where, still in the midst of COVID

-19, our interactions were limited and we had to be quick on our feet 

to adjust to the changing needs of our community. We got creative, 

switching between virtual, in-person and hybrid means of engagement, 

and continuously kept residents and businesses at our forefront.  

2021 was also a year of growth for the organization. The Financial 

Clinic expanded to accommodate a growing team and need for 

meeting space. The Business Development HUB increased their 

services and scope for working with businesses and entrepreneurs, and 

the Neighborhood Development team started developing programs 

and activities that will continue to build over the coming years. 

I cannot stress enough how grateful I am for all of those who make this 

mission a reality. RDC’s  hardworking staff are on-the-ground in the 

neighborhoods, listening, engaging, and educating. RDC could not do 

this work without the support of our Board, volunteers and partners 

who open opportunities to have a greater impact on the community. 

And lastly, but certainly not least, my sincerest gratitude to RDC’s 

donors who understand the importance of the resources needed to 

create a more equitable Milwaukee. 

Finally, I am inspired by the energy that is driving forward the 

upcoming projects on the Beerline Trail. The resident-led group, 

Guiding Lens, has become a hub for great stakeholders on the trail 

and the B-Line Park. The mixture of their leadership capabilities with 

their deep knowledge of the area and their neighbors, is a perfect 

collaboration to ensure that the development of that space is done 

equitably and responsibly for those who live here. It is the ultimate goal 

to provide resources and a foundation, so that neighbors can come 

together to have pride and ownership of their community. 

 

 

 

Darryl Johnson  

Executive Director 



  



 

Wells Fargo has committed roughly $420 million to 

the Open for Business Fund, which helps entrepre-

neurs and small businesses stay open, maintain jobs, 

and grow. Riverworks will use their portion of the 

funds to provide technical assistance to businesses 

and entrepreneurs in our neighborhoods.  

 

Travis  works with businesses and entrepreneurs to 

connect them to resources and establish their 

budget and financial goals to start, maintain, or 

grow their business. Travis has also taken on the 

role of managing the Business Development HUB 

and Financial Clinic teams to ensure the best level 

of care for our clients. As a public speaker and author of the book 

“Become the Director of Your Life - Refuse to be an EXTRA,” Travis  has 

spent years inspiring people to expand their ideas, challenge them-

selves to succeed, and reach well past their comfort zone to achieve 

their goals.  



  



  



  



  



  

James Phillips has been a longtime resident-homeowner of the Harambee 

community, living in his home for 17 years, and in Harambee for over 50 

years.  As a dedicated neighbor, James has participated in many clean ups 

and other projects on his block. Mr. Phillips was referred to Riverworks and 

the Harambee Neighborhood Improvement District (NID) by his neighbor 

who was a NID grant recipient in 2019, receiving funds to replace their 

roof. In 2021, Mr. Phillips received NID grant funding to replace the gutters 

along his house and was grateful for the assistance. Though the size of the 

project may vary, ensuring legacy residents, such as Mr. Phillips, remain in 

their homes guarantees Harambee NID residents the ability to maximize the 

quality of their lives and living conditions.  



  



  



  



 

Over $100,000 

City of Milwaukee - CDBG 

US Bank Foundation 

Wells Fargo Foundation 

 

$50,000 - $99,999 

Bader Philanthropies 

Fund for Lake Michigan 

Greater Milwaukee Foundation 

Kresge Foundation 

LISC Milwaukee 

Walter & Olive Stiemke Fund 

Zilber Family Foundation 

 

$25,000 - $49,999 

Herzfeld Foundation 

Milwaukee Metropolitan  

     Sewerage District 

Northwestern Mutual 

 

$10,000 - $24,999 

American Family Insurance  

     Dreams Foundation 

Internal Revenue Service 

Miami Foundation 

Riverworks BID #25 

United Way of Greater  

     Milwaukee & Waukesha Co 

Verizon 

 

$5,000 - $9,999 

Brewers Community Foundation 

City of Milwaukee - DPW 

Greater Green Bay Community 

     Foundation 

Greater Milwaukee Committee 

John C. & Harriet Cleaver Fund 

Milwaukee Arts Board 

Nonprofit Management Fund 

PNC Foundation 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

Thrive On Fund 

 

$1,000 - $4,999 

AARP Wisconsin 

City of Milwaukee - DCD 

City of Milwaukee - NIDC 

WHEDA 

 

$250 - $999 

531 Keefe Ave, LLC 

Adlois Jackson 

Andrew Holman 

Andrew Ruehl 

Bieck Management, Inc. 

Earl Ferguson Jr & Laverne  

     Ferguson Fund 

Ella Bennett 

Fateh Petroleum 

Gallas Metalworks, Inc. 

Glenn Mattison 

Heider & Bott 

Herb Kohl Philanthropies 

Hutchison Family Fund 

Mobile Car Care 

Mustafa Emir 

S&V Petroleum 

Scratch Ice Cream LLC 

Shawnta Eaton-Leschig 

Steve Adams 

$100 - $249 

525 Properties LLC 

Bob Gintoft 

Brian Monroe 

Clark Graphics 

Company Brewing LLC 

Corey Zetts 

Darryl Johnson 

Dawn Hutchison-Weiss 

Eaton’s Asphalt Service, Inc 

Jewell Portwood 

Karen Dettmer 

Pamela Powers 

Shiloh Tabernacle UHCA 

Wenniger Compressor Co. 

 

Under $99 

Aaron Cannon 

Aileen Rogers 

Ann & Jackson Fothergill 

Anonymous 

Carol Lord 

Caroline Clark 

Daniel Lutes 

Daniel Streater 

David Bickford 

Edward Bryant 

Irene Fleming 

Jean Fenceroy 

Jeanne Dawson 

Jess Poisl 

John Heywood 

Julie Rowley 

Justin Miller 

Justin Whiteman 

Lauren Liederbach 

Learning Exchange 

Leo Ries 

Lorry Powers 

Mae & Regina Hennings 

Mark Medrek 

Matthew Staab 

Michael Trokan 

Natalie Bowers 

Rachel Sauer 

Sara Lutes 

Susan Lloyd 

Ted Torcivia 

Tim Holmes 

 

Mustafa has been on the Riverworks Development Corp Board of Directors for five 

years, and currently sits on the Development, Finance, and Executive Committees. 

Bringing his professional knowledge as a leader at Clark Dietz - an engineering 

company working for the City of Milwaukee and other local governments - Mustafa 

brings a greater perspective on how Riverworks interacts with government entities. 

His passion for Riverworks’ mission is for the focus on economic education and  

resources; he believes that economic freedom provides a path out of poverty.  

Mustafa sites a quote from activist Bryan Stevenson:  

“...the opposite of poverty is not wealth, but justice.” 



  


